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TOTBERSHIP3 IN THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB FOR 1979_- 1980 ARE NOW DUE 


You have by now received or will shortly receive your membership renewal 
forms for the new season. The fee schedule, unchanged from last year, is as 
follows: Life - 3200.00; Contributing - 320.00; Active - 310.00; Joint (husband 
and wife) - 812.00; Student - 83.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from 
Hamilton) and Senior Citizens - 85-00. Please renew promptly and avoid problems 
later. Also be sure to notify us of any change in address so that we may keep 
the WOOD DUCK coming. 


For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Miss Phyllis 
Vair, 1854 Main St. West, Apt. #514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 (Phone 529-4784). 


The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. Our meet 
ings are held monthly September to May inclusive and visitors are always wel¬ 
come. Outdoor field events are also scheduled for every month and a complete 
listing for the entire season may be obtained by writing the Membership Secre¬ 
tary. _ 


FIRST INDOOR MEETING OF THE SEASON IS ON SEPTEMBER 10, 1979- SEE DETAILS PG.2 
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HAMIL TON NATURA LISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE - 1979-80 


President 
Past President 
1st Vice Pres. 
2nd Vice Pres. & 
Programme 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


- Mr. Robert Curry, 92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2S7 

- Mr. James Dowall, 29 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 2X2 

- Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave., S., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 

- Mr. Ford Smith, 360 Torrance St. #708, Burlington, Ont. L7R 2R9 

- Mr. Verne Evans, 2164 Sunnybrook Ct., Oakville, Ont. L6L 1P4 

- Mr. John Heaslip, 3 Grandview Ct., Dundas, Ontario L9H 5C8 


- Directors - 


Membership 

Publicity 

Sanctuary 

Conservation 

Hood Duck Editor 

Field Events 

Social 


Miss Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St. V/. #514* Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 

Mr. Wm. A. Tindale, R.R. #2, Campbellville, Ont. LOP 1B0 

Mrs. Marion Shivas * 18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 

Mr. Bruce Duncan, Box 512, Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1A0 

Mr. Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8 

Mr. Bruce Mackenzie, West Flanboro P.Oi, Ontario LOR 2KO 

Ms. Shirley Klement, 1375 Mountain Grove Ave., Burlington L7P 2H1 


* * 


***** 


* * * * * * * * * * ****** 
* 


SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING 


****************** * * * * * * * * * 

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETI NG * 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


* 


Date and 

Time 

MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 10. 1979 at 3;00 P.M. 

* 

* 

Place 


Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

* 

* 



680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

* 

Speaker 


MR. JAMES DOWALL will give a talk illustrated with slides 

* 

# 


on the subject 

* 



"ECUADOR AND THE GALAPAGOS" 

X* 

* 



A long-standing member of our own club and a keen 

* 

•X- 



naturalist and photographer, Jim will open this season 

* 



of indoor meetings with an interesting program taken 

* 



from his travels to South America. Tell your friends 

-X- 



and come kick off the season in Equador. 

* 

VISITORS 

WELCOME 

STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 

•X- 

* 


**************************** * ***** * * * * * * * 


THANKS! THANKS! THANKS ! 

A sincere thanks to all who helped to make our 60th Anniversary Celebrations 
on May 14, 1979 such a fantastic success. A special thanks to the hard-working 
committee members. Your co-operation made my task as Chairman an easy one. Thanks 
too to all who provided materials for the displays. What talent we have among the 
members of the H.N.C. and good cooks too! The squares and cookies were delicious. 

To all who rallied around and helped in so many ways on the 14th, my sincere app¬ 
reciation. In all, over 80 members were involved in some way — quite a record I 
am sure. 

And from the members of the Executive, a sincere thanks to all who came to 
share the special evening with us. Hazel Broker, Jubilee Committee Chairman. 


FROM THE EDITOR 

It's back to work again (on the WOOD DUCK) after a refreshing summer vacation 
period. One of our jaunts this summer took us wilderness canoeing in the Parry Sound 

(continued on page 12) 
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WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 


Mr. John Aikman, 100 Main St,,West,Hamilton L8N 3L1 
Mrs. Dorothy Andrus, 106 East 25th Street, Hamilton L8V 3A2 
Mr. 6c Mrs, Don Bailey, R. R. #1, Hannon LOR 1P0 
Mr! Fred Barber, Box 93, Ancaster L9G 3K9 

Miss Margot Bartlett, 9C - 200 Park Street S., Hamilton L8P 3G1 

Ms. Frances Brown, 14 Yorkdale Crescent, Hamilton L8J 1E3 

Miss Sunny Buskermolen, 339 East 12th Street, Hamilton L9A 3X9 

Mr. Richard Cantrall, 41 Nightingale, Hamilton L0L 1R7 

Miss Carol Christensen, Box 1505, Caledonia N0A 1A0 

Mrs. Josephine Drury, 210 - 360 Torrance St., Burlington L7R 2R9 

Mr. & Mrs. C. D. McCallum, 64 Skyland Drive, Hamilton L9A 3C1 

Mrs, Betty McLeod, 4 - 476 Maple Ave., Burlington L7S 1M3 

Miss Bev McLeod, 4 - 476 Maple Ave,, Burlington L7S 1.M3 

Mr. W.L. McSpadden, 1005 - 50 Governors Road, Dundas I,9H 5M3 

Dr. S.K, Muir, 73 Osier Drive,Dundas L9H 4B3 

Mr. Robert Munro, R, R, #2, Lynden LOR 1T0 

Mr. Jim Prestedge, 30 Harvest Rd., Dundas L9H 5IC7 

Mr. Mark Priest, 124 John St., North, Hamilton L8R 1H6 

Mr, 6c Mrs. Geoffrey Taylor, 193 Balmoral Ave,, N., Apt. #2, Hamilton L8L J SI 

Mr. Jonathan Taylor, 2 - 193 Balmoral Ave., N., Hamilton L8L 7S1 

Dr. 6c Mrs. N.J. Toplack, 46 Osier Dr., Dundas L9H 4B1 

Mr. 6c Mrs. John Weiss, 03 Malton Drive, Hamilton L9B 1G1 

Mr. 6c Mrs, Norman White, 995 Courtland Drive, Ancaster L9G 3L1 

A sincere welcome to these new members. Name tags are available 
at the indoor meetings. Shirley Element will be glad to see 
that one is made for you. Return your name tag to the felt 
banner after the social hour. Let's get acquainted \ 

********* 

CT,IJB FIELD EVENTS FOR SEPT - OCT . 

SATURDAY. SEPT. 9 at q;00 A.M . 

Fall Bird Hike - Catch the Fall . Migration in full swing in the Hamilton, 
Dundas and Waterdown areas. The trip will involve driving and walking, and 
will last until mid-afternoon. Meet at Dundum Castle Parking Lot and bring 
a lunch. 

Leaders Bob Westmore Hamilton 526-1575 


SATURDAY. SEPT. 15 at 9:00 A.M . 

Fern Hike in Bever ly Swamp area . No mosquitos in September. ? Waterproof 
footwear'and a lunch should be brought along. Me^t at the M.T.C. yard at Hwy 
#52 and Hwy #8. 

Leaders Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 


SATURDAY. SEPT. 22 at 8:30 A.M. 

Leslie Street Spit in Toron to. Don't miss this special event being hosted by 
the Richmond Hill Naturalist Club. Bring a lunch! Meet at the Dundurn Castle 
Parking Lot at 8:30 a.m. Fall shorebirds should be at their peak. 

Leader: Jerry Bennett Phone 1-832-1357 

(continued on next page) 
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Club Field Events - (cont'd) 

SUNDAY, SEFT. 23 at 8:30 A.M. 

Fall migrants and shorebirda in the Dundas Marsh and Lakeshore areas. Pack 
a lunch and meet at the Dundurn Castle Parking Lot. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin Hamilton 549-7057 


SUNDAY. SEPT 50 at 9:00 A.M . 

Fall Hawk Hat ch. Sight up to 12 species of raptors inclucding one of the 
eagles. Hints provided for the beginner. Be there at 9:00 a.m. for the 
outing, for the group may move around during the day. Bring a lunch! Meet 
at the south end of the High Level Bridge on York St. 

Leader: Dave Copeland Hamilton 383-5515 


SATURDAY. OCT. 13 at 8:30 A.M . 

Fall in Spooky Hollow . Try to find a more beautiful place in Southern Ont. 

Meet at Upper James and Fennel Plaza at 8:30 a.m. or at 9:45 a.m. at Spooky 

Hollow. Bring a lunch! 

Leader: Bert McLaren Hamilton 389-6555 

Directions to Spooky Hollow : Take Hwy #24 south of Hwy #6 junction (near 

Port Dover) to sign reading "Normandale Furnace". Turn left on gravel road 

and follow around jog to bottom of hill. Entrance is on the right just past 

the small bridge. • - ... * - ■ 

HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR VIEWING WEEKEND 

Anyone interested in hawks should consider a trip to Hawk Cliff, near St. 
Thomas, Ont. at the end of September. The viewing weekend is organized by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Committee to show 
people hawks in flight and in the hand. The migration follows the Lake Erie 
shoreline and good numbers of Broadwings, Sharpshins, Kestrels, Cooper's hawks, 
and Marsh hawks can be seen at this time of year. If weather conditions are right, 
several thousand hawks will fly by in a day, many at tree top height. 

The birds in the hand are brought from the banding area and are shown to any¬ 
one interested before being released. The banding area is, of course, off limits 
to the viewing public who, indeed, have a better vantage point for seeing the flight 
than do the banders in their location. In 1977, a peregrine, merling, and kestrel 
were shown side by side for comparisons and then released — a sight that made 
the trip well worthwhile for many birders. 

The dates are usually the fourth weekend in September and the location is on 
the lakeshore due south of St. Thomas, Ont. If you wish more exact information, 
contact Bruce Duncan at 765-3322. 


BIRD STUDY COURSE FOR NATURALISTS 


Sheridan College, 
Course entitled 


Oakville Campus will again be offering a 12 week Evening 
. . BIRD. STUDY, I.. , Instructor : Rosemary Gaymer 


The Wednesday evening course commences Sept. 26, 1979 for 12 weeks and will 
include at least two field trips at weekends. The Fee is $$40.00 (less $$5.00 for 
paid-up members of the Soiith Peel Naturalists', Toronto Field Naturalists', 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club , and Halton Field Naturalists' Club. 

(continued on page 7, bottom) 
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AN OWL FOR BREAKFAST 

by Bob Westmore, April 1979 

The loud hurrahs for Amhurst Island and its orgy of owls this winter 
has to take front and centre in our birding world. However, often there 
are smaller but equally rewarding sights - one such happened to me recently. 

Going 'home* for Christmas, 1973 included the traditional visit to 
Slimridge and a partial tour of Western England to visit old friends who 
happen to live conveniently close to birding centres, before crossing the 
Solent to the Isle of Wight. 

Slitttidge turned out to be a near disaster; cold, wet and snow flurries, 
an almost complete absence of migratory geese; this overlooks a heavy influx 
of Bewick Swans; first sightings were Canada's and an equal number of White 
Fronted, No Lesser nor, Barnacle, Greylag, Bean nor Pink-footed as three 
years ago. In fact, more rabbits out on the water meadows than birds. A 
Willow-Tit provided some small compensation. 

Battling the snow flurries I hastened southwards in tine to see Shelduclc 
at Burnham and several Black-headed gulls in the paddling pool which I am 
told my sister-in-law fell into on her way to school on many occasions. A 
few Eurasian Curlew and Bar-tailed Godwits along the extensive sands with 
nuraberous Dunlin, Shorelarks and the odd Ringed Plover, Red Shank and one 
Green Shank, Driving southwards, amazed as ever at the large flocks of 
Wood Pigeons with their dazzling white wing flashes; congregation of 
Lapwings, Redwings, Field-fares but never a Buteo, Magpies intwos, threes 
and fours, numberous Kestrels which differ from the American only in degree 
of beauty of the back colouring. Like most Birders, failed to make ny 
evening landfall in daylight; pretty dark in England at 4:00 p.m., so became 
lost somewhere in the vicinity of Ringwood, Passed on from so called 
"Tourists Welcome" places to a lonely road along which I was told was a 
Pub which catered to the 'likes of me'. 

And so, it came to pass that I found Tyrells Ford Hotel.* Good Inns 
with reasonable rates are hard to find in England. For those interested it 
is a good centre for New Forest and Solent birding, a truly wonderful place; 
a converted hunting lodge, graciously hosted by M.C, Salter and J.A.R. Salter, 
at Avon, 5 miles south of Ringwood, Hants. The Smithy still stands where 
Wat Tyrell re-shod his horse with back to front shoes to throw off his pur¬ 
suers after the murder ? of William II. Provided with a comfortable room, 
exquisite food including two slices of treacle tart as dessert at supper, 

I enquired of my host about the possibility of an owl in the neighbourhood. 

He replied that he had seen one a few days earlier in the driveway. You can 
bet I was up in time to be out in the pre-dawn. Having skirted the property 
in the course of which about 37 Pheasants and innumerable Wood Pigeons were 
flushed, I heard the whos who of the Taxmy Owl, but find it I could not. 
Ignoring the Robins, Blackbirds, Mistle Thrushes, Song Thrushes, Blue Tito, 
Great Tits, Coal Tit, and Dunnocks, I went into breakfast, I had been 
offered the full English one but had declined requesting a lesser portion 
(th ank go odne s s). 

Facing the french windows I could see trees and open fields, when 
suddenly, succulent portion of bacon poised, an owl flew from right to left, 
flap and glide across my line of vision; size, colour, flight all shrieked 
'Taxmy', Too soon away. While chex^ing reflectively on the bacon 'Taxmy' 
dropped in and perched on a post 20' from the windoxtf during the xjhole of my 

(continued on page 6, bottom) 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR ALL FUNDS 
IN BANK OF COMMERCE AND CANADA TRUST COMPANY 


Balances at April 30,1978* 

Bank of Commerce - General 

$264.85 

Canada Trust Co. - Sanctuary Fund 

3,817.96 

Canada Trust Co. - Endowment Fund 

229.95 

Canada Trust Co. - General Reserve Fund 

3,166,91 

Total Balances in Accounts, A,pril 30, 1978 

Receipts 

Fees 

$2,939,00 

Sanctuary donations received 

451.00 

Life Memberships 

300.00 

Badge sales 

13.75 

Bird lists 

12.05 

Interest 

6,390.33 

Tax rebates 

120,50 

Certificate of Deposit cashed 

15,000.00 

Other income 

234.77 

Total receipts 

Total to account for 

Disbursements 

Wood Duck 

$1,061.00 

Monthly meetings 

376.56 

Jubilee meeting expense 

276.56 

Postage, stationery, supplies 

803.16 

Application dues 

80.00 

Sanctuary taxes 

290.49 

Sanctuary field survey 

2,240.00 

Legal fees 

75.00 

Equipment purchases and repairs 

191.02 

Programs and membership cards 

497.37 

For Anderson property-adjacent to 

Spooky Hollow 

15,900.00 

For Sanctuary Signs 

192.00 

Other expenses - telephone, bank 

charges, etc. 

119.53 


Total disbursements 


$ 7,479.67 


$ 25,461,40 

$32,941.07 


22,102.79 


total balances in accounts, April 30,1979 

(continued on next page) 


$10,838.28 


An Owl For Breakfast - (cont'd from page 5) . 

breakfast. By the size, most probably female, light fawn, and like me full of 
breakfast, she surveyed the area leisurely and then off with a typical 'elastic 
spring, a few flaps and then poured herself over the hedgerow and was gone. 
*Footnote: Tyrells Ford Hotel, Avon, Christchurch, Dorset, BH237BA. 

Telephone: Bransgore 72646. 




Financial. Statement -(cont'd) 


7 


Bank of Commerce 

Canada Trust Co. - Sanctuary Fund 
Canada Trust Co. - Endowment Fund 
Canada Trust Co. - General Reserve Fund 


$ 481.36 

6,267.29 
372.39 
3,717.24 


$10,838.28 


Marketable Securities S.F, - Sanctuary Fund 

R.F. - Reserve Fund 
E.F. - Endowment Fund 


Canada Permanent Mortgage Corp. * 

107, June 7,1979, certificate S.F. 

Bell Canada, 5%% Series W #00416 & 00417 
June 15,1984, face $2,000. est, mkt. S.F. 

Ontario Hydro, 5%% July 15,1980 

face $2,000. est. mkt. S.F. DS-S7319 & DS-S7320 
Ontario Hydro, 5%% Feb. 15, 1981 

face $1,000. est. mkt., S.F. DU-S9317 
Province of Ontario 5%% Aug. 15,1979, CV-M3572 & CV-M3573 
face $2,000. est. mkt., S.F. 

Huron & Erie, 9% Sept. 1, 1981 (Canada Trust Co.) 

Certificate #003708, S.F. 

Canada Trust Certificate of Deposit, 

10%, due July 23,1979 #170344 
$40,000. in S.F., $5,000. in R.F. 

Debenture at Canada Trust, 9% May 1,1982, E.F. 


$10,000.00 

1,700.00 

1,900.00 

900.00 

1,950.00 

3,000.00 

45,000.00 

2,000.00 


Total marketable securities, April 30,1979 $66,450.00 

Total bank accounts, April 30,1978 10,338, 28 

Total assets, April 30,1979 $77,288.28 


^Replaced by the following: 

Canada Trust Co. #191483 

$10,000. 10.75% Matures 12/3/79 


Bird Study Course -(cont'd from page 4) 

Although this is a basic course, providing an introduction to the hobby of bird¬ 
watching, and to the study of birds in general, it is designed for both the absolute 
and complete beginner and for the person who has been interested for several years 
and now seeks to improve his or her knowledge. 

Stressed throughout the course will be the various aspects of identification 
skills. The atmosphere is informal, and the structure of the course is varied so 
that everyone gets involved in the learning process and lectures are kept to a mini¬ 
mum. Lot 3 of audio-visual aids are used. Come and join the fun. 


For further informat ion about BIRD STUDY I , please contact: 


Community Services Division, 
SHERIDAN COLLEGE, 

1430 Trafalgar Road, 
Oakville, Ont. L6H 2L1 


Telephones: (416) 
Oakville - 845-9430 
Clarkson - 823-9730 
Burlington - 632-7081 


-X- *J r - Jf -a’ ■}$-} r 7f 9 


*#*■*!■**#■}** 
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SHOREBIRD COLOUR-MARKING 1979 

CANADIAN WILDLIFE SERVICE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

In 1979, the Canadian Wildlife Service will be continuing an extensive pro¬ 
gram of banding and colour-marking shorebirds in James Bay, with the objective of 
defining migration routes used by shorebirds on their journeys between the Arctic 
breeding grounds and wintering areas. Since 1974, over 38,500 shorebirds have 
been captured in southern James Bay, and have resulted in more than 1,700 'bird 
days' of sightings of dyed birds, in areas ranging from eastern Canada to South 
America. Much new information is being obtained on migration routes and stragegies, 
and your assistance in looking out for and reporting colour-marked birds would be 
very much appreciated and would, contribute very substantially to the success of 
the program. 

Feather dyes (yellow/orange) and coloured leg bands (yellow or light blue) 
will be used to mark the birds according to age and date and place of capture. If 
you see a marked shorebird, please record details of: species, place date, colour- 
marks and, if possible, numbers of other shorebirds present. For colour-dyed birds, 
please record the colour and area of the bird that was dyed (E.g. entire breast, 
upper breast only, belly from legs to tail only, etc.). For colour bands and 
standard metal leg bands please record which leg the bands v/ere on, the colours in¬ 
volved, and the relative position of the bands if more than one was on a leg (e.g. 
right leg, blue over metal, etc.). A note should also be made whether the bands 
were below or above the "knee" of the bird. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. All reports will be fully acknow¬ 
ledged and should be sent to: Dr. R.I.G. Morrison, Canadian Wildlife Service, 

1725 Woodward Drive, Ottawa, Ont. K1G 3Z7 

*********** *********** 

THE JIM BAILLIB MEMORIAL BIRD COUNT. 1979 

This year's "Baillie Birdathon" at Long Point was very successful, raising 
$12,000 in one day for the Long Point Bird Observatory and the Baillie Fund for 
Bird Research in Ontario. The date was April 28, and over 130 species of birds 
were seen by participants searching for as many varieties as possible since their 
sponsors were contributing on a per species basis. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
representative, Alan Wormington, counted 114 species to claim the number one 
position among the birders. He also won the prize for being the top club repre¬ 
sentative in the count and with over 200 sponsors, he raised close to $1200 himself. 

There were three categories in which sponsored birders could win prizes and 
our club managed to win all three of them. Besides Alan, David Agro won for having 
most sponsors times most birds for an individual under sixteen, and Bruce Duncan 
won for the adult birders. The prizes which you may see "in the field" were T- 
shirts inscribed "Baillie Birdathon - 1979 Super Birder". Alan also picked up one 
with "Baillie Birdathon - 1000 Club" on it for having raised over $1000. He joined 
Pierre Berton, Fred Bodsworth, Clive Goodwin, and Ricky Dunn in that category. 

Some of the highlights of the day were prairie and oranged-crowned warblers, 
red-vellied and black-backed three-toed woodpeckers, and a near-adult-plumaged 
bald eagle. Next year's Count is only a few months away: let's hope it is as 
successful as this year's. __ 

From The Editor -(cont'd from page 2) 

District where we managed to see a 5-lined skirik on Maple Lake, a rare white card¬ 
inal flower, as well as white pickerel weeds, meadow beauties and a large colony of 
narrow-leaved gentians on Island Lake. Nature in Ontario is magnificent! 

Plan to attend the indoor meetings this season and share some of your experi¬ 
ences. If you have slides, bring them along for the Group Show Screen or write a 
short note for the WOOD DUCK. We'd enjoy hearing from you. 
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REPORT of general meeting, annual meeting, and diamond jubilee celebration 

OF HAMILTON NATURALIST ' CLUB, HELD AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS CENTRE, 
PLAINS ROAD WEST, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO. ON MONDAY, MAY 14, 1979 _ 

The Hamilton Bird Protection Society became a reality in May, 1919 and 
from this beginning the Hamilton Naturalists' Club has evolved and flourished. 

Originally the Diamond Jubilee(Sixtieth Anniversary) Celebration was 
scheduled for Monday, April 9, 1979. About four p.m. on Sunday, April 0, 

1979, it began to snow and continued throughout the night and into Monday, 
forcing cancellation with the accompanying dismay, disappointments and 
deflation of spirits. 

Surely - if we re-scheduled the celebration for next month, May, there 
would be no blizzard! We did - and a beautiful evening was ours, with between 
three and four hundred persons attending. 

I caii do no better than quote some of the remarks following the cele¬ 
bration. "It was a splendid party - very heartwarming"; "I was proud to be 
a Member of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and to note the love and respect 
which prevails among those in office and the membership at large". "That 
evening was one of the finest, warmest get-togethers it has ever been my 
privilege to attend", etc., etc. 

From beginning to end a light-hearted spirit prevailed. Many friendships 
were renewed, new friendships were made, and it was indeed a highlight in the 
annals of the Club, 

Viewing Screens and seating areas were arranged for three separate slide 
shows running simultaneously, and arranged by Phyllis Morrow(Flora), Betty 
LeWarne (Club Activities) and Barry Cherriere (Birds). These showings were 
excellent. This entertainment was in Auditorium A, slightly darkened for the 
occasion. Betty LeWarne's presentation was in a darkened corner of Auditorium 
B. 


Auditorium B(lighted) showed the Displays arranged for the occasion. 

These were of exceedingly high quality and were much admired. They were as 
follows: Ornitho-Philately - Sheila Forbes; Wood Carving - William Campbell; 
Native Ferns - Hazel Broker; Nature Paintings: Chloe Earle (Birds) and Joan 
Peters (Flora); Cross-stitch pictures - Janet Cummings; Flower Photographs - 
Ron Iiepworth; Bird Prints - Barry Cherriere and A1 an Worraington; Wildlife 
Paintings - Robert Bateman; Club Sanctuaries Display - Sanctuary Director 
(Marion Shivas) with assistance of John B. Giles and John Oblender; Skins of 
Mammals collected at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 1970 - R.C. Brooman, Mammalogist 
of Waterloo; A Nature Diary compiled by Mrs, Anna McLaughlin from the early 
twenties on and in which Mrs. McLaughlin, an accomplished musician had turned 
bird songs into musical notations, was a highlight. This charming item was 
loaned by Mrs, Charles Lenz of our Club. Betty LeWarne had also arranged a 
collection of prints covering club activities. Dr, Nick Escott of our Club 
furnished a fine display of Butterflies from the Marathon, Ontario district, 

Robert Curry, President, presided at rituals in Auditorium A commencing 
about 8:30 p.m. occupying the podium under a pertinent banner bearing the Club 
name and specifying the anniversary, which had been made by Brad Treshinski, 
a pupil at the Aldershot High School where Mr. Curry is Vice-Principal. Mr. 
Curry expressed his pleasure at being President at this period. We feel 
fortunate to have him in office and proud that as a former Junior Member, he ' 
has reached adulthood as a responsible and exemplary young man. 
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Bruce Duncan, Conservation Director, presented Club Conservation Awards 
firstly to the Dundas Junior Hunting and Fishing Conservation Club (some of 
whose Members were present with their Mentor, Mr. Cproule) for their work 
in area landscape eleanups, bird box construction and placement and feeding 
of birds in winter, Mrs, "Pat" Smith of Oakville received a Conservation 
Award for establishment of a depot for re-habilitation of oil-impregnated 
birds and her general interest in bird welfare. 

Raymond N. Lowes received a Conservation Award for his initiation of the 
Bruce Trail in the early sixties, and his interest and work in this organiz¬ 
ation and the Hamil ton Naturalists' Club over the years, presented by Dr. R,C, 
G. MacLaren. 

The Reverend Peter Hamel (another former Junior of whom we are proud) then 
took the podium and presented an Honorary Life Membership to Dr. Douglas M. 
Davies who, for several years in the fifties and early sixties, devoted hours 
to the direction of the Junior Club Section. This gentle and self-effacing 
man wa3 most deserving of this honour. 

For nearly twenty years, Dr, R.C.G, "Bert" MacLaren has generously given 
of his time, advice and botanical expertise. As I who had the privilege of 
presenting an Honorary Life Membership to Bert remarked in the preamble, we 
consider him to be a man of great character, well-deserving of the honour. 

Having just left the podium, X was surprised to have James Dowall(another 
of our former Junior Members who as a sincere and thoughtful adult, admirably 
performs certain duties and is our immediate Past President)launch into a 
resume of my terms in the Club as twice President, Sanctuary Director, and 
my Activities in land acquisition and as Director of the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists. Since I have been Acting Secretary for some months, I will simply 
say that Mr. Dowall did not miss an item in outlining my work over the years 
since 1959 in the Club organization as President 1961-1964 and 1974-1977,and 
as Sanctuary Director with the exception of one year, continuously since 1960, 
Following presentation of an Honorary Life Membership, an attractive illumi¬ 
nated address designed by Mrs. Birgit Bateman, and a lovely White Orchid 
Corsage, the Membership expressed their appreciation and affection with a 
sustained round of applause. In acceptance I told those assembled that what 
I had done was a "labour of love" and of the role the Club had played in sus¬ 
taining me with the interests it provided. 

Following this, Mr, Dowall presented a set of handsome nature books to 
Mr. F. Vrugtman(standing in for Dr. Leslie Laking). These books become a 
part of the Royal Botanical Gardens' Library in the name of "Marion S. Shivas", 
and represent the equivalent in value of a Life Membership in the Club which 
I had purchased at an earlier date. How wonderful to be able to "smell the 
flowers" and have the wording on the book plates read "in honour of" rather 
than "in memory of". These along with my personal nature library which I 
have bequeathed to the R.R,G, Library, will make a fair contribution from our 
Club membership along with the volumes already there from the estate of the 
late Eric Bastin. 

Mr. Curry, President, attempted to present the Ross Thompson Trophy for 
Junior Members to the 1978 Winner - Danny Agro, who had won v?ith a total of 
164 birds. However, Danny failed to attend. 

With the presentations concluded, and as this evening was actually the 
Annual Meeting and Members' Night for the year 1978-79, a Slate of Officers 
for 1979-80 was presented by James Dowall on behalf of the Nominating Committee 
as follows: Hazel Broker, Robert Curry, Bruce Duncan, Verne Evans, John Heaslip, 
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Ronald Hepworth, Shirley Klement, Bruce Mackenzie, Marion Shivas, Ford Smith, 
William Tindale and Phyllis Vair. This slate waB adopted by the membership 
and offices will be assumed at the Board Meeting in June, Mr. Dowall continues 
as Immediate Past President and Mr. Robert Curry will serve another term as 
President, The complete Board and the offices they assume will appear in 
the September "Wood Duck" magazine along with certain Reports and the 
Financial Statement for fiscal year ending April 30,1979. 


Mr. Curry then thanked the Diamond Jubilee Committee for its tremendous 
efforts through considerable adversity in arranging this very successful 
evening. In particular, Hazel Broker as Chairman, was congratulated and 
very sincerely thanked for indefatigable thoroughness. He presented her with, 
a plant as a small token of appreciation from the Executive and Membership fox* 
all of her work. 


The Diamond Jubilee Committee consisting of the following were thanked 
for their outstanding efforts; 


Co-Chairman 

Invitations 

Welcoming 

Name Tags 

Social 

Displays 

Slide Shows 


Spectator Publicity 
Club History 

Wood Duck 


William Campbell 
Mary Lidgey 
Betty & Percy Wykes 
Shirley Klement 
Joan Page 
Norman Pomfret 
Phyllis Morrow (flora) 

Betty LeWarne (club activities) 
Barry Cherriere (Birds) 

Dave Copeland 

Marion Shivas & Hazel Broker 
(Archive search) 

Ron Hepworth 


The final official event of the evening was the cutting of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club's Sixtieth Birthday Cake. This was done by Miss Laura 
Stewart, the member of longest standing who joined in 1920-21, and George 
and Laurel North, both past Presidents of the Club and among the longest 
active members. 


After this ceremony, members and friends spent at least another hour 
and a half reminiscing with old friends, viewing the superb collections of 
art, carving, slides and prints, and partaking of wine and cheese of vastly 
enjoying coffee or tea with the home-baked cookieB provided by Club Members. 

It was a most successful evening as a result of the more than eighty 
"helping hands" from among the membership and enjoyed by members and their 
families and, as it was "open house", by many guests from the Hamilton Area 
and further afield. 

A comical episode was provided by a very young lad who discovering Mr. 
Vrugtman and I seated halfway between the two projection screens in Auditorium 
A discussing the Library Books donated in my name, leaned between us and 
enquired if we were watching them. When we replied in the affirmative, he 
asked how we could know what they were when we were watching two at one time. 
Out of the mouths of babes!.. 

Marion S. Shivas, Acting Secretary 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP? REMEMBER, SEPTEMBER IS RENEWAL TIME! 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB AND JOIN UP NOW! 
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AWARDS PRESENTED AT HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 


The Hamilton Naturalists' Club, on the occasion of its 60th Anniversary, 
presented the following awards at its Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, an Open 
House at the Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium, on May 14, 1979, 

CONSERVATION AWARDS 

1. JUNIOR GOOD TIMES HUNTING AND FISHING CONSERVATION CLUB OF DUNDAS 

under the leadership of Mr. Charles Sproule 
for their efforts in the field of conservation 

2. MRS, PAT SMIT H of Oakville 

for the establishment and operation of a rescue depot for injured and oil- 
impregnated birds 

3. MR, RAYMOND N. LOWES of Hamilton (33 Hardale Crescent) 

for initiating the Bruce Trail and for his devoted years of service to 
the work of the Bruce Trail Association and to the cause of conservation. 

HONOURARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARDS 

1. DR. DOUGLAS M, DAVIES of Hamilton (11 Dromore Crescent) 

for his devoted leadership to the junior section of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club for many years 

2. DR. ROBERT C, G. MacLAREN of Hamilton (79 Elmhurst Drive) 

for his untiring leadership on field trips and his unswerving patience 
in botanical instruction 

for his diligent research in recording the plants of the Harailton- 
Wentworth region 

for his advice and support in matters concerning the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club for many years. 

3. MRS. MARION S, SHIVAS of Dundas (18 Rowanwood) 

for her dedication to the field of conservation in Ontario 

for her outstanding record in establishing sanctuaries and nature 

reserves in the Hamilton-Niagara-Norfolk regions 

for her untiring efforts on behalf of the work of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club where she has served as director for many years and as its president 
on two occasions covering a span of 6 years. 

Through her pioneering efforts in the field of sanctuaries and nature 
reserves, flora and fauna of Southern Ontario will be protected for the 
enjoyment of present and future generations. An illuminated address designed by 
Mrs. Birgit Bateman was worded as follows: 

"We, the members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, desire to express our 
gratitude to you, MARION S. SHIVAS 

for efforts on our behalf in the establishment of nature reserves. Your fore¬ 
sight and leadership resulted in the purchase of our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 
and Short Hills Wilderness Area. With your guidance we assisted Conservation 
Authorities to acquire natural areas in Beverly Swamp, the Dundas Valley, and 
Norfolk County. Flora and fauna protected because of your devotion to conservat¬ 
ion provide a living legacy for future generations." May 14, 1979* 
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DAMN CHOR US AT BEVERLY SVJAMP - JUNE 2, 1979 

by Robert Curry 

A new kind of trip for the H.N.C. was this one which commenced at 4:30 a.m, 
at Peters Corners. Surprisingly, 9 cars and over 20 people set out on a warm but 
windy predawn. 

As is expected at this time of year, many more birds were heard than seen., 
Before dawn, some of the most interesting birds were heard: Ruffed Grouse, Amer¬ 
ican Woodcock, Whip-poor-will, Willow Flycatcher and Swamp Sparrow. 

A tape recording of their songs was used very successfully to get two species 
out in the open for clear viewing by all. At several marshy spots, Virginia Rails 
ran right out to the road shoulder to challenge the unseen rival. North-west of 
the Lion Safari, an American Bittern approached to within 100 feet, all the while 
"pumping" and fluffing out his cream-coloured neck feathers. 

In and around the Beverly Sparrow Field was particularly fruitfull. Some of 
the species heard or seen were: Black-billed Cuckoo, Warbling Vireo, Blue-winged 
Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Grasshopper Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow and Clay- 
coloured Sparrow. Excellent views were obtained of a singing Pine Warbler. 

In the heart of the mosquito-ridden sx^amp, highlights were a Pileated V/ood- 
pecker at the nest hole, and singing warblers: Black and White, Nashville, Canada, 
Northern Waterthrush. Nice stands of Yellow Lady-slipper Orchids were also found, 
as well as some Labrador Tea. 

The group ended wery pleasantly with a pancake and sausages breakfast cooked 
on the shores of Valens Lake. My thanks to Bruce Mackenzie who supplied breakfast 
"fixings" and implements and to those who did the cooking. Of interest here was 
a winter-plumaged Short-billed Dowitcher which presumably was a non-breeding bird, 
lingering south of the nesting area. 

***** ***** ***** ***** 


ARIZONA PAH TO DESTROY WILDLIFE HABITAT 

The Central Arizona Project (CAP) i3 the largest and most costly project ever 
planned by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. This project, with its four gigantic 
river-killing dams and desert storage reservoirs, will destroy or degrade most of 
the remaining fragments of streamside wildlife habitat in the Sonoran Desert of 
Arizona and southwestern New Mexico. In particular, it will account for: (l) a 
drastic reduction in the nation's already reduced populations of Gray Hawk and 
Beardless Flycatcher, ( 2 ) the near-extirpation of a unique desert-nesting Southern 
Bald Eagle population, and (3) the further attrition of the ever-dwindling Black 
Hawk nesting habitat. 

The CAP'S Orme Dam, besides inundating 25 miles of some of the finest reaches 
of the Sonoran Desert streamside ecosystem, will flood out the homelands of an 
entire Indian nation - the Yavapai-Apache - despite their strenuous protests. 

The three Bald Eagle nesting territories at Orme Dam are part of a remarkable 
population of eagles nesting only along the few Sonoran Desert watercourses which 
still remain. According to 1977 USFWS surveys, only 6 pairs of Bald Eagles succ- 
essfuly nested in Arizona, representing the bulk of all nesting in the Southwest 
States. 

The Maricopa Audubon Society, Citizens Concerned About the Project, the Commi- 
tee to Save Fort McDowell, private citizens and Indians have undertaken legal action 
to stop this project. Their plea for financial help can be answered by writing 
CAP FUND, box 15451, Phoenix, Arizona 85060. 
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/1 The WOOD DUCK is^ the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
\ || Club and is produced by volunteer members' of the Club'. The WOOD DUCK 
,/jj is published 9 times yearly'from September to May inclusive and .it is 
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|l mailed free to members.Contributions for publication are most welcome 
land should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road,) 
Burlington, Ont. L?L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted | \ 
| without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note- p / 

| worthy Bird Records to George North,857 Eagle Dr,Burlington,0ntL7T3A3.|l \ 
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